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Gulfport library celebrates LGBTQ+ authors
Story and photo by 
Gabby Dacosta
Contributor

From words of growth and 
love to representation 
and opportunity, lesbian 

�U�R�P�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���H�U�R�W�L�F�D���À�R�X�U�L�V�K�H�G���D�W��
the Gulfport ReadOut on Jan. 31.

�*�X�O�I�S�R�U�W���/�L�E�U�D�U�\���K�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H��
three-day celebration for lesbian 
literature this weekend with 
author readings, vendors and 
special guests for the third year, 
welcoming anyone interested. 

�³�,�W�¶�V���V�R���Q�L�F�H���W�R���V�H�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
who are a bit isolated come 
here and not feel isolated 
�D�Q�\�P�R�U�H���´���V�D�L�G���.�D�U�H�Q���.�H�O�O�\����

The 65-year-old, visiting the 
event for the second year in a 
row, said she attended because 
it helps build community. She 
enjoyed seeing the familiar 
faces she met the year before.  

With a panel of six published 
authors reading from their 
books, Kelly said future 
authors and writers can be 
encouraged by their success. 

Alison Solomon, who 
hosted the celebration, also 
�V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�W�H�G���W�K�H��
guests as well as the authors. 

The library is one of only 
a few in Florida that offers an 
�/�*�%�7�4�����U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�����Z�K�L�F�K��
earned it national recognition 
last year when it received the 
National Medal for Museum and 
�/�L�E�U�D�U�\���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����6�R�O�R�P�R�Q���V�D�L�G��
she hopes it helps the community 

learn more about lesbian 
literature as well as providing 
�/�*�%�7�4�����U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q��

�³�:�H���Z�D�Q�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R��
hear this stuff, but primarily 
it’s for folks who just want to 
hear stuff written by women 
�O�L�N�H���W�K�H�P���´���V�K�H���V�D�L�G������

A seven-hour drive 

didn’t stop Riley Scott from 
partaking in ReadOut. 

She did a reading from 
�K�H�U���E�R�R�N�����³�%�D�F�N�V�W�D�J�H���3�D�V�V���´��
about sex, drugs and rock 
‘n’ roll as well as personal 
growth, acceptance and love.

�³�7�R���E�H���K�H�U�H���L�Q���D���U�R�R�P���Z�K�H�U�H��
everyone is celebrating who we 

are and celebrating literature is 
�U�H�D�O�O�\���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���´���V�D�L�G���6�F�R�W�W����

Coming from a small, 
conservative town, she said that 
she went through conversion 
therapy and felt very constricted. 
Being in a room full of people 
who support and accept her 
�I�H�O�W���³�J�U�H�D�W���´���V�K�H���V�D�L�G��

While some authors read 
graphic moments from their 
books, others recited the 
�V�Z�H�H�W���¿�U�V�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��
the two main characters 
of their book met. 

�³�7�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J��
�I�R�U���P�H���L�V���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�U�R�W�L�F���S�D�U�W���´��
�V�D�L�G���D�X�W�K�R�U���(�U�L�Q���=�D�N�����³�%�X�W���L�W��
�L�V���P�\���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H���S�D�U�W���W�R���U�H�D�G���´

She read from her fourth 
�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�R�R�N�����³�%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O��
�$�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���´���D�E�R�X�W���D�Q���L�P�S�U�R�Y��
actor trying to make it on 
�³�6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���1�L�J�K�W���/�L�Y�H���´

Attending the event for 
�W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���\�H�D�U���L�Q���D���U�R�Z�����=�D�N��
recognized the many authors 
who came before her and made it 
possible for her to be where she 
�L�V���Q�R�Z�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���+�D�U�S�H�U���/�H�H����

Other authors who 
attended included Becky 
�+�D�U�P�R�Q�����/�\�Q�Q���&�D�U�U�����7�L�Q�D��
�0�L�F�K�H�O�H���D�Q�G���(�O�O�H�Q���/�H�Y�\��

From the difference 
between romance and erotica 
to the development process 
of characters, audience 
members were able to ask the 
authors questions and share 
their own perspectives. 

Solomon closed the 
Friday event by inviting 
guests to return the next two 
days for more author panels 
and writing workshops.  

Authors read from their published works about lesbian love in Gulfport Library, the only 
library in Florida that has an LGBTQ+ resource center.

Co�ee catharsis: Exhibit on love opens at Kahwa
Story and photos by 
Decker Lavely
Contributor

Those looking for love 
before Valentine’s Day 
�F�D�Q���¿�Q�G���L�W���K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���R�Q��

the walls of Kahwa Coffee 
South. 

�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���³�/�R�Y�H�����/�R�Y�H����
�/�R�Y�H�´���D�U�W���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�����F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O��
pieces of nature, people and 
abstract works decorate the 
coffee shop. 

The exhibit opened Feb. 1 
at 204 Second Ave. S, featuring 
artists from Creative Clay, 
�D���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�¿�W���I�R�U���D�U�W�L�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K��
disabilities. 

It explores the versatility 
of love while highlighting its 
many representations through 
�D�U�W�����/�R�Y�H���L�V�Q�¶�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D�E�R�X�W��
romance or heartbreak. It can 
be found through subjects such 
as wildlife, like in one of the 
�H�[�K�L�E�L�W�¶�V���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�7�K�H��
�0�D�Q�D�W�H�H���´��

�³�:�K�H�Q���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���D�U�R�X�Q�G����
the one thread that seems 
to be common is that there 
is a brightness and vitality 
to it, but if you really look, 
�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�O�O���Y�H�U�\���X�Q�L�T�X�H���´��
�V�D�L�G���.�L�P���'�R�U�K�P�D�Q�����&�(�2���R�I��
�&�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���&�O�D�\�����³�<�R�X���F�D�Q���W�H�O�O��
the style of each person, and 
we are supportive of each artist 
�¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F��
�Y�R�L�F�H���´

The sounds of a live 
�D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F���J�X�L�W�D�U���¿�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�S�D�F�H��
during the exhibit’s opening 
night while visitors roamed 
and studied the artwork. 

�³�/�R�Y�H�����/�R�Y�H�����/�R�Y�H�´��

showcases 20 pieces from 
multiple Creative Clay artists, 
curated by Jody Bikoff, the 
director of exhibitions. 

Curating the pieces required 
selecting works that related to 
the exhibit’s theme of love, but 
also a focus on color, style and 
technique, Bikoff said. 

On the far left wall, two 
paintings created by artist 
Shasta Gordon, 44, are 
displayed side by side. 

Gordon, a former operations 
specialist for the United States 
Navy, said she knew she 
wanted to paint a piece with 
angels as the focus when she 
�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���³�7�K�H�������$�Q�J�H�O�V���´��

�³�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q��
angel over you, wherever you 
�J�R���´���*�R�U�G�R�Q���V�D�L�G��

The inspiration for her 
�R�W�K�H�U���V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H�G���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���³�7�K�H��
�&�R�X�S�O�H���´���F�D�P�H���W�R���K�H�U���Z�K�L�O�H��
�À�L�S�S�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H����

Gordon said her message 
�E�H�K�L�Q�G���³�7�K�H���&�R�X�S�O�H�´���L�V���W�K�D�W���³�L�I��
you love someone, be with that 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q���´

These paintings of love will 
welcome visitors at Kahwa 
Coffee South through Feb. 28, 
and the and artwork is for sale 
at various price points. 

The exhibit is available 
during regular Kahwa Coffee 
South business hours. It’s open 
Monday through Saturday from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sundays. 

Two paintings from the “Love, Love, Love” exhibit created by Creative Clay artist, Shasta 
Gordon: “The Couple” and “The 2 Angels.”

The “Love, Love, Love” exhibit highlights di�erent styles and techniques of Creative Clay 
artists.


