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County commissioner rewarded for championing the homeless
By: SUZETTE PORTER
Article published on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2008
PINELLAS COUNTY - Homelessness seems to be a never-ending
concern.
Many fight the fight, and programs come and go as officials try to stem
the growing flood of people living on the streets. Recently, one man and
one program received recognition for the work being done to help
combat homelessness in Pinellas County.
The man is Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch. The program is
Pinellas Hope. During the Oct. 21 Board of Pinellas County
Commissioners meeting, Welch was presented with the Local and State
Government Leadership Award by the Florida Coalition for the
Homeless.
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Welch was chosen from 14 nominees to receive the statewide award that Commissioner Ken Welch, right,
accepts a Local and State Government
recognizes a government leader whose efforts have made a significant
Leadership Award from James Bennett,
impact on the lives of the homeless through education, service,
St. Petersburg City Council Chair, on
advocacy, organization and leadership.
behalf of the Florida Coalition for the
Homeless.
A past recipient of the award, James Bennett, St. Petersburg City
Council Chair and immediate-past chair of the Homeless Leadership
Network, spoke at length singing Welch’s praises, calling him a
champion of effective programs.
“Long before the foreclosure issue and since his 2000 election to the board, Commissioner Welch has become a
true leader in the issues surrounding homelessness,” Bennett said. “He worked hard to ensure many different
people of the community know what the issues are and emphasized that the loss of shelter can happen to anyone.
Because of him, those who have lost their housing have a voice and the many other issues surrounding this
growing American problem remain forefront to all leaders and the greater public.”
Welch refused to accept the award as a personal honor, instead insisting that it should be shared with all the
members of the county board, plus its partners, who together have made it possible for him to win small
skirmishes in the battle against homelessness.
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“This is our award,” Welch said.
Welch believes that working together and forming partnerships makes a big difference. Proof positive that
partnerships do work is Pinellas Hope, an emergency shelter made possible by a partnership between the county,
the city of St. Petersburg, Catholic Charities and a number of other organizations that work with the homeless
population, as well as private contributions.
Pinellas Hope started as a pilot project on Dec. 1, 2007. The purpose was to provide temporary housing in tents
for 250 adults during the winter months. So far, the project is proving successful, and the tents have not yet
come down.
Officials are even talking about expanding the program. According to Welch, the next phase will include
transitional housing.
Philip Mangano, the executive director for the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness, visited
Pinellas Hope on Oct. 29.
Mangano credited the success of Pinellas Hope to the partnership between the federal, state and local
governments, Catholic Charities, and other service and faith-based organizations, according to information found
on the county’s Web site.
“When you pull in the same direction you move forward,” he said.
Welch has been a champion in “pulling in the same direction.” He served as chairman of the Homeless Policy
Group, which is comprised of elected officials from six cities, Pinellas County, the School Board, Juvenile
Welfare Board, and other community leaders.
Welch also has been an active member of the Homeless Leadership Network since its inception in 2006, and cochaired its Communications Committee.
While serving as the 2006 Chairman of the Pinellas County Commission, he again stood for the homeless and his
efforts led to increased county funding for the homeless and prevention of future homelessness.
He was a champion of Pinellas Hope for the beginning and was the man who helped seal a compromise involving
use of Housing Trust Fund money to continue Project Hope in 2009 when it looked as if no money was
available.
The state award is not Welch’s first. In August, he received an Angel Award from Catholic Charities.
Article published on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2008

